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SUMMARY 

 

China and the World Trade Organization 
After many years of difficult negotiations, China, on December 11, 2001, become a 

member of the World Trade Organization (WTO), the international agency that 

administers multilateral trade rules. Under the terms of its WTO membership, China 

agreed to significantly liberalize its trade and investment regimes. A main concern for 

Congress is to ensure that China fully complies with its WTO commitments. According 

to U.S. government officials and many business representatives, China’s WTO 

compliance record has been mixed. This report will be updated as events warrant. 

After 15 years of bilateral and multilateral negotiations, China formally entered the WTO on December 11, 2001. 

The negotiations on China’s accession to the WTO focused on many Chinese practices that distort flows of trade 

to and from China, such as high tariffs and non-tariff barriers, restrictions on foreign investment, lack of national 

treatment for foreign firms, inadequate protection of intellectual property rights (IPR), and trade-distorting 

government subsidies. Membership in the WTO requires China to change many laws, institutions, and policies to 

bring them into conformity with WTO rules.1 
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shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and 

under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report should not be relied upon for purposes other 

than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in 

connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Reports, as a work of the United States Government, are not 
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its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or 
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